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Pastor’s Corner 

 

 

 

 

Dear Orfordville Lutheran friends,  

 

As 2022 kicks off it is worth reflecting a bit on 2021. 

• In person worship started up again prior to me starting at Orfordville Lutheran and we 

have seen an increase in the amount of people joining us during worship.  

• Financially our congregation has been generous and for this we are all very thankful. 

• COVID-19 is still a major issue for the world and we must remain diligent and continue 

to review what we do and how we do it to keep everyone safe.  

• Amongst the hard stuff there were plenty of wonderful events that happened too. 

December 12th 100 people came to see our children put on the Christmas play and it 

was wonderful. 12 days later we worshiped on Christmas Eve and sang the beautiful 

hymn Silent Night in the glow of candlelight.  

• Thursday morning bible study, Sunday School and confirmation all kicked off this fall. 

We will be re-starting all of those activities over the next month. Our Sunday school 

program has been a hit. We have had visitors asking about our Sunday School program 

and that excites me.  

 

As we look to the future there are a lot of exciting possibilities for 2022. I have faith and 

hope that we will continue to grow and be able to offer more programming.  

• I feel excitement in the air and have hope that we can host a summer bible school 

program and work towards a combined Youth Group with Luther Valley.  

• There are people who have asked about starting a choir up again and that is another 

thing we will look at for 2022 and see if there is a way to join with Luther Valley and 

share that resource.  
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It will all take some patience, work and faith in the Holy Spirit. 

 

As I reflect on Christmas Eve, my emotions make me think of my entire time with you. 

This was my first Christmas Eve with Orfordville Lutheran and Luther Valley Church and 

my first Christmas Eve worship as a solo pastor. I admit I was a bit nervous going into 

Christmas Eve, but it was wonderful and as soon as I entered the church that night my 

nervousness vanished.  

 

Karen and I truly thank each one of you for your support and love. Both churches have 

made us feel at home and part of the community since we arrived. We have received 

blessing after blessing, friendship and kindness since joining Orfordville Lutheran Church.  

 

With God’s grace and love we continue forward.  

 

God’s blessings, 

 

Pastor Tom 
               

 

Fruit of the Spirit - Patience 
Galatians 5:22-26 

 

“By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. And those 

who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live 

by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, competing 

against one another, envying one another.” 

 

How well do you know your family history and heritage? With websites like Ancestry.com 

and Heritage.com it has become popular to put together family trees. Science has made it 

possible to really dive deep into your heritage through DNA. I did a DNA kit a few years 

ago with Ancestry and did find some surprises. Interestingly, the more DNA samples 

Ancestry receives, the better the information gets or changes. It has been 3 years since I 

did my DNA test, who knew patience would be part of the process in figuring out my 

heritage?  

 

I knew I was very German, but I didn’t know I was as much English and Scottish and I had 

never heard anyone say I had any Swedish or Norwegian ancestors. It turns out, according 

to the DNA sample, that I am 18% Swedish and 7% Norwegian. It’s fun to know and it has 

been interesting to see all the people who are listed as 3rd and 4th cousins. It seems like the 

connections go on forever.  

 



 
(Tom Kreis Ancestry DNA) 

 

I’ve had this information for some time, thinking about it. What if someone had told me 

my ancestry had been French my whole life and I had got this new information of German 

and English heritage? Would it make a difference in who I am? How does this information 

define me? As I dug into my ancestry I learned that some of our English relatives came 

over to North American in the late 1600s.  Some family came from Germany in the early 

20th century. I am several generations removed from the language and heritage. There are 

likely things I do, say, or the way I act, that have been passed down from generations. 

Science has learned that we are not only products of our genetics but also our upbringing 

and life experiences. As I reflect on all this, I really see my DNA not only in terms of the 

science of what runs through my veins, but in the DNA of those experiences and those 

people who shaped me. My mom and dad are my biological parents and they have shaped 

who I am genetically. But life experiences and other people have shaped my non-scientific 

DNA. The people of Orfordville Lutheran Church, friends, classmates, and professors have 

all had input that make up who I am. I feel like I am made up of all these people, places 

and experiences.  

 

Our lives don’t often go as planned and when we look into our past we might find that it’s 

not what we thought it would be. I go to a Lutheran Church in what is now the ELCA. This 

church body was made up of other church bodies that came together in 1988 and it has 

been an on-going transformation. In the same way I could say that when Paul wrote 

Romans, Galatians and several other books of the New Testament, he helped shape me and 

billions of people. When Paul formed churches across parts of Europe and Asia it seems to 

also have made me related through our beliefs and in the Body of Christ that is the church. 

It is fantastic to think about all the scientific and non-scientific DNA that makes up who I 

am. It also takes quite a bit of patience to dig through family history and to wait on the ever 

changing DNA results.  

 



As we head into 2022 we continue to learn from each other and you continue to help shape 

and form me. As a new pastor who moved into a new community I have found that patience 

is truly a virtue. There is so much to do and so little time, but together we will find our way. 

I have great hope and faith that 2022 will be a good year. My hope is that amongst our ever 

changing world of COVID-19 and other challenges we can continue to have faith in God 

and loving patience with our neighbors and each other.  

 

Happy New Year!  

 

Peace,  

 

Pastor Tom. 
 

               

Updated Financial Report 
 

YTD Income (Though December 2021) ............................................... $112,796.61 

 

YTD Expenses (Through December 2021) ............................................ $85,942.86 

               

 

Upcoming Events & Announcements 

 

 

Donations of Poinsettia Plants 

Thank you to everyone that donated Poinsettia’s for the Christmas Season. We’ll 

continuing enjoying the beautiful plants until they are either picked up or are 

no longer in their “festive” condition.   
 

 

Seeking Readers for January & February 

We are seeking Readers for our Sunday Worship Services. If interested, please sign-up on 

the Worship Assistant Sign-Up sheet found in the Narthex or contact the church office to 

volunteer.  

 

Offering Envelopes – 2022 

The 2022 offering envelopes are available for pick-up in the Narthex. Please contact the 

church office, at 608-879-2575, if you do not have a labeled box and one will be provided 

for you.   



Confirmation Class – Resumes Wednesday, January 19th 

The Confirmation Classes are on break until Wednesday, January 19th at 6:30 p.m. Just a 

reminder that confirmation will be moving to Luther Valley Church for the month of 

January. 

 

Coffee, Chocolate & The Bible – No Bible Study until January 20th    

Bible Study will resume on Thursday, January 20th at 10:00 a.m. Don’t 

forget that Bible Study will move to Luther Valley Church for the month 

of January. All are Welcome! 

 

Sunday School on Break until February 13th 

Sunday School will resume on February 13, 2022 (B-I-N-G-O). More information to follow 

in the February emails/bulletins! 

 

Annual Reports Due – Sunday, Friday, February 4th   

Church Council and committee reports should be submitted to the church office by Friday, 

February 4th. Any information you are able to provide would be appreciated. Please send 

via email to: office@orfordvillelutheran.org or drop off in the envelope on Sue Draves 

office door. Thank you! 

 

Annual Meeting – Sunday, February 20th after Worship 

Mark your calendars…the Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 20th;        

immediately following worship service. We encourage everyone to attend. The Annual 

Meeting Booklet will emailed prior to the meeting. Copies will also be available to be 

picked up at church starting February 13th. This is an important meeting for our 

congregation as the church council and committee members are elected. Below is a list of 

our current council members and when each term expires.  

** Please note: The Orfordville Lutheran Church by-laws limit the Church Council Officers 

(President, Vice-President, Treasurer & Secretary) to serving only (2) consecutive terms.    

Online and Mobile Giving Available 

OLC is continuing to offer online & mobile giving through Tithe.ly. 

Visit www.orfordvillelutheran.org and click on the “Give” tab. You 

may also download the Tithe.ly app on your smartphone and search for 

“Orfordville Lutheran.” 

Glen Johnson – President 

(1st term expires – 2023) 

Racheal Grenawalt – Vice President 

(1st full term expires – 2022) 

Traci Manthey - Resigned 

(Term expires – 2023)  

Patti Burns – Treasurer 

(2nd term expires – 2022) 

Patricia Boeck 

(Term expires – 2023) 

Ellen Pautsch 

(Term expires – 2023) 

Krista Bartelt – Secretary 

(2nd term expires – 2023) 

Laurie Hallmark-Gianitsos 

(Term expires – 2022) 

Seth Pautsch 

(Term expires – 2022) 

Max Gerber (Term expires – 2023) 
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Thank yous and Thanksgivings: 

• Thank you to the confirmation families for the Christmas caroling!  

• Thank you to Patti Burns, Glen Johnson and the rest of the Church Council for 

all the work to prepare for the annual budget meeting.  

• Thank you to Kathy Demrow & Pastor Tom for delivering poinsettias to our shut-ins! 

• Thank you to everyone who helped with the extra work of the Christmas season! The 

sanctuary & lights outside were beautiful!  

• Thank you to Traci Manthey for serving on the Church Council. She has resigned to 

spend more time with her grandkids.  

• Thanks be to God for the many blessings of the past month!  
 

January Birthdays 

4 Axel Knutson 15 Fumiyo Stuvengen  
5 Gary Hallmark 17 Kevin Ramquist Note: 

Please help us keep our 

birthday lists up to date. If you 

see an error or if we missed 

someone, send us an email at 

office@orfordvillelutheran.org  
 

5 David Hoff 18 Dakota Peterson Behm 

11 Emma Burtness 19 Mary Klund 

12 Kourtney McManus 20 Jennifer Cronk Chapman 

12 Karen Kreis 20 Kurt Stuvengen 

13 Kari Peterson 23 Christopher Klund 

14 Lyle Amundson 23 Emmitt Rice 

15 Kate Grayless 26 Amira Stuvengen 
 

February Birthdays 

1 Nancy Kessler 19 Marcia Peterson 

  

  
4 Donna Nolan 22 Kailey Frame  

6 Stephanie Stark 27 Eden Walsh  

15 Mykenzie Larsen 28 Cory Burns  

  
 

Thank you to the volunteers who helped with CUP’s Christmas food basket distribution!  
               

Pastoral Care and Prayer 

If you are facing a surgery or crisis (or if you just need someone to talk to); please reach out to 

Pastor Tom at 608-577-4851. If you would like to be supported in prayer, by our prayer chain, 

please contact Nancy Dickison at 608-879-2638 or Pastor Tom at the number above. You may 

also contact Pastor Tom via email at pastorkreis@gmail.com.   
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Sunday School Christmas Program 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

January 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

 

   1 

 

2 

No Sunday 

School today 

 

10:00 am 

Worship  

Cancelled 

 

3 

 

4 

9:00 am 

Rock Valley 

Quilt Guild 

 

4 pm & 6 pm 

Healthy Ladies 

Fitness Class 

5 

11:30 am 

Senior 

Luncheon 

1:30 p.m. 

Christmas 

Décor 

Removal 

No 

Confirmation 

Today 

6 

9:00-11:00 am 

C.U.P. 

No Bible Study  
 

4 pm & 6 pm 

Healthy Ladies 

Fitness Class 

7 

 

7:00 p.m. 

AA Meeting 

Parsonage 

8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 

No Sunday 

School Today 
 

10:00 am 

Worship  

 

 

 

10 

6:30 pm 

Church 

Council Mtg 

6:30 pm 

Plymouth  

4-H 

 

11 

4 pm & 6 pm 

Healthy Ladies 

Fitness Class 

 

 

 

12 

 
No 

Confirmation 

Today 

 

 

 

 

13 

9:00-11:00 am 

C.U.P. 

No Bible Study  

4 pm & 6 pm 

Healthy Ladies 

Fitness Class 

 

14 

 

7:00 p.m. 

AA Meeting 

Parsonage 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 

 

No Sunday 

School today 

10:00 am 

Worship  

 

17 

 

 

 

18 

 

4 pm & 6 pm 

Healthy Ladies 

Fitness Class 

6:00 pm 

LV/OLC Joint 

Liaison 

Meeting @ LV 

 

19 

 

 

 

6:30 pm 

Confirmation  

at LV 

 

 

20 

9:00-11:00 am 

C.U.P. 

10:00 am 

Bible Study  

at LV 

4 pm & 6 pm 

Healthy Ladies 

Fitness Class 
 

21 

 

7:00 p.m. 

AA Meeting 

Parsonage 

22 

 

 

23 

No Sunday 

School Today 

 

10:00 am 

Worship 

 

 

  

24 

2:00 pm 

Rock Valley 

Quilt Guild 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

4 pm & 6 pm 

Healthy Ladies 

Fitness Class 

 

 

 

 

 

26 

 

6:30 pm 

Confirmation  

at LV 

 

 

 

 

 

27 

9:00-11:00 am 

C.U.P. 

10:00 am 

Bible Study  

at LV 

4 pm & 6 pm 

Healthy Ladies 

Fitness Class 
 

28 

 

7:00 p.m. 

AA Meeting 

Parsonage 

 

 

 

 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30 

No Sunday 

School Today 

10:00 am 

Worship 

Baptism 

31 

 

 

     

Pastor Tom Vacation 

Pastor Tom 

Vacation 

Sue Draves’ Vacation 

Sue Draves’ 

Vacation 

 



 

 

 

February 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

4 pm & 6 pm 

Healthy Ladies 

Fitness Class 

2 

11:30 am 

Senior 

Luncheon 

6:30 pm 

Confirmation  

At OLC 
 

3 

9:00-11:00 am 

C.U.P. 

10:00 am 

Bible Study  

at OLC 

4 pm & 6 pm 

Healthy Ladies 

Fitness Class 

4 

 

7:00 p.m. 

AA Meeting 

Parsonage 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 

No Sunday 

School Today 
 

10:00 am 

Worship  

 

 

 

7 

 

8 

4 pm & 6 pm 

Healthy Ladies 

Fitness Class 

 

 

 

9 

6:30 pm 

Confirmation  

At OLC 

 

 

 

10 

9:00-11:00 am 

C.U.P. 

 10:00 am 

Bible Study  

at OLC 

4 pm & 6 pm 

Healthy Ladies 

Fitness Class 

11 

 

7:00 p.m. 

AA Meeting 

Parsonage 

 

 

 

12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 

10:00 am 

Worship  

 

Sunday School 

Bingo 

Time To be 

Announced 

 

 

14 

 

6:30 pm 

Church 

Council Mtg 

6:30 pm 

Plymouth  

4-H 

 

 

15 

 

 

4 pm & 6 pm 

Healthy Ladies 

Fitness Class 

 

16 

 

 

6:30 pm 

Confirmation  

at OLC 

 

 

17 

9:00-11:00 am 

C.U.P. 

10:00 am 

Bible Study  

at OLC 

4 pm & 6 pm 

Healthy Ladies 

Fitness Class 

18 

 

7:00 p.m. 

AA Meeting 

Parsonage 

19 

 

 

20 

9:00 am 

Sunday School 

 

10:00 am 

Worship 

 

  

21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22 

 

4 pm & 6 pm 

Healthy Ladies 

Fitness Class 

 

 

 

 

 

23 

 

6:30 pm 

Confirmation  

at LV 

 

 

 

 

 

24 

9:00-11:00 am 

C.U.P. 

10:00 am 

Bible Study  

at OLC 

4 pm & 6 pm 

Healthy Ladies 

Fitness Class 
 

25 

 

7:00 p.m. 

AA Meeting 

Parsonage 

 

 

 

 

26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27 

9:00 am 

 Sunday School  

10:00 am 

Worship 

Baptism 

28 

2:00 pm 

Rock Valley 

Quilt Guild 

 

     


