ORFORDVILLE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.
Christmas Eve
December 24, 2020
4:00 p.m.
Parking Lot Service / YouTube

GATHERING
Prelude/Gathering Songs:

Christmas Piano Prelude
Mary, Did you Know?

Christmas Carol:

O Come All Ye Faithful

Greeting and Welcome
The Proclamation of Christmas
Hear the proclamation of the Nativity:
The Twenty-fifth Day of December*, when ages beyond number had run their course
from the creation of the world, when God in the beginning created heaven and earth,
and formed man in his own likeness;
when century upon century had passed
since the Almighty set his bow in the clouds after the Great Flood,
as a sign of covenant and peace;
in the twenty-first century since Abraham, our father in faith,
came out of Ur of the Chaldees;
in the thirteenth century since the People of Israel were led by Moses
in the Exodus from Egypt;
around the thousandth year since David was anointed King;
in the sixty-fifth week of the prophecy of Daniel;
in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad;
in the year seven hundred and fifty-two
since the foundation of the City of Rome;
in the forty-second year of the reign of Caesar Octavian Augustus,
the whole world being at peace,
JESUS CHRIST, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father,
desiring to consecrate the world by his most loving presence,
was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and when nine months had passed since his conception,
was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judah,
and was made man:
The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh.

Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that
here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the
brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
“Were you There on That Christmas Night?”

Special Music

WORD
First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7
2

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
3
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
4
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

We hear the response from the Psalms:
11
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
12
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O LORD,
for you come to judge the earth.
13
You will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with your truth. (Psalm 96: 11-13)

Christmas Carol:

Angels We Have Hear on High

Gospel Reading: Luke 2:1-20
1

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended
from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was
engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to
deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
8

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
15

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made
known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this
child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured
all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Christmas Carol:
Message:

O Little Town of Bethlehem

A Very Special Lamb

Hymn

I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve

1

I am so glad each Christmas Eve,
the night of Jesus' birth!
Then like the sun the star shone forth,
and angels sang on earth.

4

I am so glad each Christmas Eve!
His praises then I sing;
he opens now for ev'ry child
the palace of the king.

2

The little child in Bethlehem,
he was a king indeed!
For he came down from heav'n above
to help a world in need.

5

And so I love each Christmas Eve,
and I love Jesus too;
and that he loves me ev'ry day
I know so well is true.

3

He dwells again in heaven's realm,
the Son of God today;
and still he loves his little ones
and hears them when they pray.

Text: Marie Wexelsen, 1832-1911; tr. Peter A. Sveeggen,
1881-1959
Text © 1932 Augsburg Publishing House, admin.
Augsburg Fortress.

A Christmas Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Christmas Carol:

Silent Night

SENDING
Blessing
Almighty God,
who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary,
proclaimed joy through the angels,
sent the shepherds with good news,
and led the magi by a star,
bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh.
Amen.

Special Music
Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. Thanks be to God.

We Wish You a Merry Christmas

Sending Song

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

1

Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn king;
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled."
Joyful, all you nations, rise;
join the triumph of the skies;
with angelic hosts proclaim,
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"

Refrain

Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn king!"

3

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace!
Hail the Sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
ris'n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise each child of earth,
born to give us second birth. Refrain
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.

Offering for 12/20, 12/24 & 12/27 will be Printed in the January 3rd Bulletin

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS
Presiding:
Reader:
Hymn Leader/Soloist:
Special Music Soloist:
Trumpets:
Piano/Keyboard:
Altar Guild:
Altar Flowers:

Teena Monk-Gerber
Autumn Pautsch
Augie and Serenity Pautsch
Laurie Hallmark-Gianitsos
Jan Vigdahl
Poinsettia Plants Donated by Congregation Members

Please remember in prayer:
• All our friends who cannot be with us today due to health, employment, or other
circumstances.
Offering Envelopes – 2021
The offering envelopes for the upcoming year are labeled and available for pick-up.
• Sunday’s – after worship service (for those attending inside services)
• Please call Sue Draves at 608-558-6418 to set up a time to pick up your envelopes.

