ORFORDVILLE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 19, 2020
9:00 a.m.
Parking Lot/Lawn Chair Service

GATHERING
Welcome
Confession and Forgiveness
Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God, we confess that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. Forgive us and give us strength to turn from sin and to serve
you in newness of life. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all
our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Jesus Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

Prayer of the Day
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your
Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen

WORD
First Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8 (NRSV)
There are no other gods besides God: the word of the LORD does not fail to come to pass. We
can trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed.
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A reading from Isaiah:
6

Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
I am the first and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.
7
Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
8
Do not fear, or be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; I know not one.

Second Reading: Romans 8:12-25 Contemporary English Version (CEV)
For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which
enables us to pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us
unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay.
A reading from Romans.
12

My dear friends, we must not live to satisfy our desires. 13 If you do, you will die. But you will live, if
by the help of God’s Spirit you say “No” to your desires. 14 Only those people who are led by God’s
Spirit are his children. 15 God’s Spirit doesn’t make us slaves who are afraid of him. Instead, we become
his children and call him our Father.[a] 16 God’s Spirit makes us sure that we are his children. 17 His Spirit
lets us know that together with Christ we will be given what God has promised. We will also share in the
glory of Christ because we have suffered with him.
18

I am sure that what we are suffering now cannot compare with the glory that will be shown to us. 19 In
fact, all creation is eagerly waiting for God to show who his children are. 20 Meanwhile, creation is
confused, but not because it wants to be confused. God made it this way in the hope 21 that creation would
be set free from decay and would share in the glorious freedom of his children. 22 We know that all
creation is still groaning and is in pain, like a woman about to give birth.
23

The Spirit makes us sure about what we will be in the future. But now we groan silently, while we wait
for God to show that we are his children.[b] This means that our bodies will also be set free. 24 And this
hope is what saves us. But if we already have what we hope for, there is no need to keep on
hoping. 25 However, we hope for something we have not yet seen, and we patiently wait for it.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia. My word shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent
it. Alleluia. (Isa. 55:11)
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Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 (NRSV)
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will
remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.
[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to
someone who sowed good seed in his field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and
sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then
the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you
not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy
has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied,
‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow
together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ”
36
Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the good seed
is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the
weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the
end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so
will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his
kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom
of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!
24

The Gospel of the Lord! Praise to you, O Christ.

Message

Pastor Ken Schaub

Prayers of Intercession
Confident of God’s care for us in the midst of the world’s sufferings, we join together in the power of the
Spirit to pray for the church, the earth, the world, and all who are in need, responding to the words
“Teach us your way” with the phrase “you are full of compassion.”
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

SENDING
Announcements
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Blessing
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Please remember in prayer our family & friends who cannot be with us today.
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